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        Iranian 
Kurdistan

The Kurdish region of Iran is a geographical area in western Iran that has 
been historically and is presently inhabited by a predominantly Kurdish pop-
ulation. This region includes four Iranian provinces Kermanshah, Ilam, West 
Azerbaidjan and Kurdistan. These provinces share borders with parts of Iraq 
and Turkey that are also inhabited by the Kurds.
Between 11-15% of the Iranian population are Kurds, this means that the 
Kurdish population in Iran is about 8-10 million. The area of Iranian Kurdis-
tan is 111,705 sq. kilometres, comprising the four western provinces of Ker-
manshah (24,998 sq. Km), Ilam (20,133 sq. Km), West Azerbaijan (37,437 sq. 
Km) and Kurdistan (29,137 sq. Km). This makes the Iranian Kurdistan num-
ber two, both in terms of population and area, after the Turkish Kurdistan. 
Nearly 93% of the Kurdish people are Muslims; 66% are Sunni, 27% Shiites, 
6% (Yarsan, Yazidi) and the remaining 1% consists of Christians (Armenians 
and Assyrians) and Jews. 
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Kurdish statehood 
The establishment of an early Kurdish state resembling modern-day “Kurd-
istan” occurred when the first Kurdish dynasties emerged in the 10th -12th 
centuries AD. By the mid 1500’s, however, these early Kurdish principali-
ties were caught between the rise of the Safavid and Ottoman empires and 
were displaced and marginalized during the ensuing wars between these 
two empires. 
The first independent Kurdish republic was in Iran. The ‘State of Republic 
of Kurdistan’ was founded in Mahabad in January 1946 and, although it 
survived for less than a year, it greatly inspired Kurdish nationalists every-
where.

The Islamic Republic’s policies vis-à-vis the Kurdish people:
The rule of the Pahlavi dynasty in Iran was particularly brutal for the Kurds, 
and Kurdish activists were active supporters of a regime change during the 
1979 revolution. After the revolution, however, the new Islamic regime of 
Ayatollah Khomeini viewed the Kurds, with their different language and 
traditions as outsiders, as dangerous to the new republic.
It is generally known that the Ayatollah Khomeini, soon after taking power 
on 17 August 1979, declared a “holy war” against the Kurdish people that 
continues to this day, with ten thousand Kurds killed or wounded.
The Islamic Republic continues to deny the independent identity of the 
Kurdish people, saying that all Muslims are equal.
The regime continues to reject vehemently the recognition of even the min-
imal political rights for the Kurdish people.
All Kurdish political parties are banned. Membership in any Kurdish party, 
even the expressions of sympathy for them, is punishable by years in prison, 
torture and even execution. 
Through the ongoing ban against the Kurdish language, the elementary 
right to education in one’s mother tongue is denied to Kurdish children. 
As mentioned, some 66 percent of the Kurdish people are Sunni Muslims. 
In various ways, they – especially youth – are put under pressure to give 
up their faith and take on the Shiite faith (the state religion). The discrimi-
nation against the Yarsan and Yazidi faiths is even harder compared to the 
Sunni Muslims. 
This discrimination against the Kurdish people is “legitimized” by the con-
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stitution, which declares that millions of Iranian citizens are second class 
because of their religious beliefs or their gender, prohibiting Sunni Mus-
lims, Yarsan and Yazidi, Christians, Jews, Bahai or women run for many 
important positions such as governor, minister or president which accord-
ing to the constitution must be a man with Shiite faith. 
Kurds are not permitted to pursue projects above a certain budget in the 
industrially neglected military zones of the Kurdish areas. A Kurd may only 
take on such projects outside Kurdistan. 
In some cities, Kurdish residents are not allowed to purchase land or reno-
vate their old homes, but they are allowed to sell them!
As a result of the oppressive and neglecting policy of the Islamic Republic 
in Kurdistan, there has been a dramatic increase in unemployment, massive 
exodus, smuggling, drug dealing, drug abuse and suicide – despite the fact 
that Kurdistan is a very fertile land, rich in mineral resources. 
Drugs are easier to obtain than cigarettes, particularly in schools. The re-
gime itself is involved in drug dealing, in order to keep the Kurdish youth 
in check. 

Kurds are prime target for Iranian State Terrorism:
Following the death of Ayatollah Khomeini (1989) the Islamic regime un-
der President Rafsanjani showed readiness to talk with the leadership of the 
Kurdish movement about a political solution to the Kurdish question. For 
this matter he invited the Secretary General of the KDP, Dr. Abdul Rahman 
Ghassemlou to Austria. 
On 13th of July 1989 in Vienna, the official representative of the Islamic 
government murdered Secretary General Ghassemlou and his assistant, the 
KDP foreign representative as well as the Kurdish political scientist Fadil 
Khalil, at the negotiating table. 
The perpetrators had Iranian diplomatic passes and had come to Vienna as 
“negotiating partners.” 
According to an Iranian journalist who fled abroad in May 2005, and who 
is now known as “Witness D,” the former Iranian President Mahmoud Ah-
medinejad was a member of the terror squad! 
All statements made up to now by witness D, allegedly corresponds with 
secret files of the Austrian Interior Ministry and the Anti-Terrorism Unit 
EBT. 
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On 17 September 1992 the successor of Dr. Ghassemlou, Dr. Sadegh 
Sharafkandi, the new foreign representative, the Germany representative and 
another activist of the Iranian opposition fell victim to the second terror at-
tack by another Iranian terror squad in Berlin. 
The Berlin Court of Appeals, in its verdict, made it clear that it considered the 
Iranian State responsible for this quadruple political murder. 
Up till now, more than 100 Kurdish politicians and political activists in Iran, 
Turkey, Iraqi Kurdistan and Europe have fallen victim to this state terrorism.
The Regime’s policy of suppression is continued throughout now and under 
every government since 1979.
Kurdistan is under the rule of the IRGC and other oppressing security appa-
ratus. They are all-pervasive, terrorize the Kurdish people and break into their 
houses at will, spreading fear, arresting youth, and abusing their relatives.
Hundreds of Kurdish prisoners, whose whereabouts are unknown, are under 
threat of death. Kurdish political prisoners, even those who years ago were 
condemned to serve long prison terms, were executed. The prisoners are de-
nied the right to defense and fair trial.
The registry officers are instructed not to issue identity papers for people with 
Kurdish names.
With increasing frequency, Kurdish journalists, writers and human  rights  
activists  are  summoned, threatened, arrested, tortured, condemned to long 
prison sentences, fired from their jobs, and  so  on.  Regularly, newspapers in 
Kurdistan are shut down.
Due to the fact that representatives of international mass media and human 
rights organizations are not permitted to enter Kurdish territory, the regime 
is able to carry out its policy of oppression in Kurdistan without running the 
risk to get exposed.
But the regime uses the international focus on its atomic program as well as 
the EU’s continual policy of appeasement in order to increase its repressive 
measures against the opposition, particularly the Kurds.
In contrast to the claims of the regime and some Persian nationalists who ac-
cuse Kurds of separatism, the Iranian Kurds are not seeking an independent 
state; they rather seek the realization of their national and human rights in a 
federal and democratic Iranian state.
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