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Last year on the morning of December 5th, 2012, a fire 
broke out in a primary school at Shinabad, a village in 
Piranshahr in the northwest of Iran. The teacher and the 
children (all girls aged 6 to 10) trapped in the classroom 
while the fire started in an oil stove used to heat the 
classroom followed by an explosion resulting in severe 
burn injuries and death. 

One year after that tragedy we interviewed several victims of 
the incident, all pointing out similar problems including: 
• During the whole 27 days that we were hospitalized in Tabriz 
Hospital, we experienced being subjected to a very inhuman and 
harsh behavior not allowing us to meet those artists and intellectuals 
who intended to help us. 
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• In Isfahan, we were well received by the governor, ordinary people 
as well as hospital personnel. A citizen called Dr Ismaili offered to 
pay for all costs concerning our medical treatment for 3 month. 
• Samarghandi who is general manager of Education in West 
Azarbayjan province, told Us that we are not allowed to interview 
with anybody or answer any questions raised by journalists. 
Samarghandi also confiscated all the financial or other helps being 
sent to us and we did not receive them. 
• On Smarghandi’s command and by the order of representative of 
Hassani (Urumiah Imam jome), the children’s parents were arrested 
for 24 hours and called rebellious and anarchist by the Piranshar 
and Sardasht representative in Parliament. 
• While Ministry of Health announced the rate of 45% burn for 
victims, the forensics reduced it to 13%. 
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• Complete censorship was employed concerning the news being 
published about us, reality was distorted, the evidences were 
destroyed and we were forced by the Education Ministry not to tell 
anything about the reality of the incident. 
• Until now, only 600 thousand Tomans have been paid to the 
parents of burned children. 
• When we were in Tabriz Hospital, some special medicines were 
sent to us from Germany but they did not use them and only 
provided us with Iranian alternative. 
• Shahram Nazeri a well known singer arranged a concert to support 
the burned children of Shinabad and he sent 52 million Tomans to 
us but we did not receive it due to the threats by the Piranshahr 
governor. 
• Among all the donations and financial supports collected by Iranian 
artists and intellectuals, it was only Mr Farchiany who could manage 
to help each child with 450 thousand Tomans. 
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• From House of Cinema, Ali Daei, Hamid Estili, Ali Ansarian, 
Behnoosh Tabatabaiy, Niki Karimi, Siamand Rahmani, Amir Mousawi 
and some people fromTabriz collected 200 million but the authorities 
and officers did not allow the donation to reach us. 
• From neighboring villages, the collected amount of 30 million was a 
donation that was confiscated by the Intelligence office in Piranshahr. 
• The governor of Piranshahr threatened people not to help us or 
intervene in any possible way. 
• Dr Rasoul Khezri the representative of Piranshahr and Sardasht in 
Parliament did not help the victims’ families at all and prevented any 
assistance to us. 
• Hasan Haji Khezri former head of education and Dr Khezri have 
created barriers to the service and According to victims’families, 
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Haji Khezri has said, “expel those kids from hospital” referring to 
the burned girls. 
• The Nutrition situation of the victims is very bad and they do not 
have access to the prescribed entities such as milk, nuts and fruit in 
their daily diet. 
• The teacher who witnessed the incident was displaced and exiled 
to Urumiah. 
• Dr Rasoul Khezri, the representative of Piranshahr and Sardasht 
in Parliament, has claimed that the amount of one billion and three 
hundred has 
been sent to all 28 girls, victims of the fire, which is a lie solely with 
the purpose of advertisement. That amount is equal to the budget 
for teacher insurance in Iran during the next 15 years. 

Photos: group photo of some victims and a photo of Ameneh Rak (a 
victim of tragedy) and her mother
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A year is spent on fire incident in Shinawe (Shin Abad) School, a village 
of Xane (Piranshahr) but it has not healed yet the wounds of the Shinawe 
Children. On Wednesday Dec 5th 2012, 38 children (1012- years) were fire 
due to non-standard heating systems and fire heaters of class, consequently 
two of them died due to severe injuries. 

On 9 Dec Seyran Yegane 10 years old, passed away in cause of severe 
burn of the lung also her classmate Sarya Resulzade 10 years old, was other 
victim who died resulting in damage to his respiratory tract and kidneys in 
Tabriz Hospital 28 Dec. 40 days after the incident, doctors were forced to 
amputate the fingers of three students in the accident due to the severity of 
the burn and organ transplant rejection.
In the accident, while the Kurdish people (in Rojhelat) put forward protests 
regarding the resignation of the Education Minister, described the 
class heating system “Standard” by education officials. On that time a 
correspondent asked Mr Babaei Minister of Education: whether authority will 
dismiss you? What about you? Whether we dismiss you when you could have 
covered up the imperfection of safety equipment in Iran’s schools? Babaei 
replied to evade responsibility.
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On that time Resul Xizri (Rasoul Khezri) MP for Piranshahr and Sardasht in 
Iranian Parliament, who was calling for resignation of the Education Minister, 
has an interview newly with Qanoon Newspaper about treatment conditions 
of children:
“Some of these girls are treated in Tehran Moheb Hospital and others require 
more than 50 plastic surgery therefore we have asked medical team to 
launch a health and medical centre “continuous and guaranteed” even after 
the termination of our representation in parliament. Some of girls have burn 
40 to 50 percent require multiple surgeries on their hand and face. Despite 
of medical team efforts plus numerous surgeries, but it is a long-term process 
the improvement of these children” expressed Xizri.

“We have two main demands on the situation of children from Rouhani 
government: First, these children have been operated in best facility and best 
doctor as well, second requirement that be considered a financial support as 
pension for these girls. In case of perpetrators of this incident, we pursued the 
case through both the Iran Parliament (ICA) and Education Commission but not 
given a clear answer from the Secretary of Education” acknowledged Xizri in 
response to the Qanoon Newspaper.
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Every year with the onset of winter occur such incidents in old schools of 
Iran while “State Organization of Schools Renovation, Development and 
Mobilization” with a budget of two thousand billion rials per year, is 
responsible for retrofit, repair, maintenance of buildings and equipment 
schools.

According to Iranian Law, Ministry of Education has responsibility to provide 
students safety in schools. Currently, there are 150 thousand non-safe classes 
in Iran which is suffer from inadequate heating system in addition, the 
capacity of student in these classes is inconsistent with the world educational 
norms which increased the risk of disaster as “force majeure”.
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On Wednesday December 4, a malfunctioning 

heater burst in an elementary school grade four 

class, injuring 37 students. On Sunday, Siran 

Yeganeh, one of the victims of the incident, 

succumbed to her injuries.
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